CHAPTER    XVI
The October ^(evolution
FROM THE VERY DAY THAT THE SOCIALIST MINISTRY WAS
overthrown, the ousted leaders began to predict the re-
volution which was to burst out like a volcano in the month of
October, 1934. During the summer they orchestrated it with
as much boldness as noise. There were inflamed harangues
charged with dynamite, angry and threatening journalistic
prose, meetings and gatherings for the purpose of estimating
their strength, the marching of well-equipped militia, and a
great number of red banners. Prieto, from his seat in con-
gress, had proclaimed the necessity of an armed uprising.
Largo Caballero repeated with great fury that the decisive
moment was approaching when the Marxists would be ready
to play their card, and stated that on the day they could not
be accused of being barbarous, for any acts of violence would
be justified.
El Socialista described the concentration of soldiers at San
Martin de la Vega, and commented:"Uniformed, prepared,
in fine military formation, their clenched fists held high, im-
patient to pull the trigger. The speeches consisted of words
that were like rifle-shots, phrases that were a watchword.
... In the hearts of the listeners, there was a hatred impos-
sible to stamp out without an outbreak of determined
violence."
An effort was made to undermine the army with cunning
subversive propaganda. All Spain was boiling with strikes
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